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MODERN EOUENTRICS.

JAOR ADAME, THE ARTROLOGEN.
" Among the celobrities of Clerkenwell Green
wae Jack Adams; hia nativity was onloulatod
®y Partridge, who affirmed that be was born on
0 3d of December, 1625, and that he was so
preat a nafural or simpleton as to be-obliged to
wear long coats, besides other markas of stu-
phdity; and that the parish not only mainwained
Jakm, but allowed (& nurse to attend him to pre-
wervé am from harm. Allusion i& made to bim

= & satinoal ballad of 1866:—
“Jpck Adams sure was pawot (poet) by the vein.”
And in the Wils; or Sport U] port, 1682
wa read of his visit to the m (ﬁﬁ’n plny-’
Beuse, where “Simpleton, the smith, appearing
on the stage with n large piece of bread-and-
butter, Jsck Adams, knowmg him, eried out,
“s@uz, Our, give me some," to the great plessure
of the audience, Ned Ward thus mentions his
oelobrity:—
«“What mortal that bas sense or thoneht
Would strip Jaek Adnmas of his coat?
Or who wounld be vy friends deooyoa
To wear a badge he wounld avoid
Jutk Adams became a conjuror and an!o-'-sor
of \he celestinl selences st Clerkenwell Green;
Re was “‘a blind buzzard, who pretendea to haye
She oye« of an eagle.” He was ohiefly employed
i horary questiovs, relative to Jove and max-
wiage; and know, IIYOII proper occasions, how to
soothe and fatter the expectations ot those who
eonsulted bim, as 4 man might have much
petter fortune from him for five guiness than for
the pame number of shillings, He atlected a
singular dress, aod cast horoscopes with great
solemnity. Whnen he fulled in his predictions he
declared that the stars did not absolutely per-
form, but powerfully incline, and threw e
biame upon wayward and perverse fate, He
sssumed the charncter of & learned and eanning
man, but was not otherwise cunning than us ke
hmew how to overrench those orelulous mortals
who were a8 willing to be cheated as he was to
chent them, snd who relied implieitly upon his
art. Mr, Warner says:—""A shorl time aiter we
removed into the house (No. 7 Clerkenwall
@reen) lwo young women applied to have
ibe)r fortunes told, Upon being informed
shey were under some mistake, one
«d great surprise, and stated that
was the place she always came to, and
she thought some of Mr, Adams' lnmily always
resided there, This was the first time I ever
heard anything of Juek Adams, Severnl famatiar
applicatione were made by other persons, and
we aiterwards learnt that it had been occupied
hdp«-rsonn of that profesgion for many vears.
and they generally went by the name ot Adams.”
In an old print we have Jack Adams in a ran-
aastic dress, with & tobaccu-pipe 1n his pirdle,
standing at a table on which lies aiborn-book
and “Poor Robin's Almanack.” On one shell is
a row of books: and on another several boys'
plasthinge, particularly tops, marbles, and &
small drum. Before him i« o man genteelly
dressed, presenting five guinens; irom his mouth
roceeas & label insoribed, “Is she a princesg
i# i8 meant for Carleron, who murried the
pretended German princess, Behind him is a
ragged slatterniy woman, who hae also a labe!
in her mouth, with these words, “Bir, can yon
#sell my fortune ¥ In “Poor Robin’s Almannck”
for 1785, are these lines:—

" Now sLould I choose 1o invoke & muse,
Muses are tickle madams;

Elee | could go my poem thirough,
Ere you gould say Jack Adams."

In the City of London library i# an original
primt of Jack Adams, and a copy by Canlteld.

LADY ARCHER.

This lady, formerly Miss West, lived to a good
sge—a proof that cosmetios are not so fatal as
seme¢ would have us suppose. Nature had given
her a fine aquiline nose, ike the princesses of
she House ol Austria, and she did not fail to give
berself a complexion. She resembled atine old
wainscoted painting, with the face and features
whining through o thick incrustation of copal
warnish.

Her ladyship was for many year- the wonder
#! the fashionable world, envied by all the
Madies of the Court of George the Third.
Bbe had a wellappointed louse in Port
land Place. Her equipage was, with her, o
sort of scenery. Bbe gloried in mlk-white
Rorses to her carriage; the coachman and foot-
manu wore very snowy liveries; und the carriage
was lined with silks of a tint toexhlibit ber com-
plexion to advantage.

Alexander Stephens, amonget whose papers
was found this account of Lady Archer, tells
ue that he recollected to have seen Mrs, Hobin-
son (the Perdifa of the Prince of Wales' lock)
®o far beyond all this iu the exuberance of her
genius, with a yellow lining to ner landau, with
a black footman, to contrast with her beautiful
eomplexi n and tascmating figure, and thus
render both more lovely. Lady Archer lived
at Barn Elms Terrace, and her house had the
moset elegant ornaments and draperies to serike
the wsenses, und yei werlully address the
imagiuation, She could give an Insinaating
interest to the scenes about her, Her kitchen
E.rden and pleasure grounds, of five acres—

e Thames flowing In front, or uo a
portion of the estate—the apurtments deoo-
rated in the Chinese style, and opening into
hot-nouses stored with frults ot the richest
growih, and green-houses with plants of great
rarity and beauty, and superb couches and
draperies, eflectively placed, rendered her home
& sort of elysinm of luxury,

QOLLEY CIBBER'E DAUVGHTER.
Tuie unforlunate person was the youngest
ehild ot Colley Cibber, and married a singer
mamed Charke, There seems to have been a
souch of insanity, certminly there was no
power of eelf-control, in this poor woman.
¥rom her childbood she had been wild, way-
ward, and rebellious; self-tanght, as n boy might
®e, and wiih nothing femin'ne in her character
worpursuite, With sell-assertion,loo, she was weak
snough to be won by a koave with » aweel voice,
whose cruel treatment drove his intractable
wife to the stage, where she failed to profit
by her fine opportunities, Mrs, Charke loved
%0 play male characters, and of the many, that
of “Plume” was her tavorite. At the Haymarket
Theatre, in 1745, she played “Captain Mocheath”
and othor masculing parts, betore she attempted
30 pass herselt off apon the world, or hide her-
self from i, 49 4 man.
Dr. Doran, in his amusing book, *Their Ma-
jestles’ Bervants,” writing of the year 1757, that
©f Colley Cibber’s death, suys:—"'While the body
of the Poet Laurcate was veing carried 10 West-
minster Abbey, there was up awny in 4 street in
then desolate Clerkenwell, und starving, Colley's
only daugliter, Charlotte Charke, Seven and
twenty years before, she had just come upon
the stuge Jafter o stormy girlhood jand she had &
mania for appearing in male characters on, and
in male attire off the stage. By ~ome terrible
wiiense she forfeited the recognition of her
father, who wus otherwise of & benevolent dis-
Eutwn; and {riendless, ehe fought o series of
ttles with the world, but came off in all more
and more dumaged, She starved with strollers,
failed us & grocsr in Long Acre, became bank:
rupt as a puppet-show propretor in James street,
Haymarket; remurried, became a widow & second
time, was ploneed wto deeper roin, thrown
n prison for debt, and releared only by the
subscriptions of the lowest, but not least charl.
table, msterhood of Drury Lane Assuming
male attire, she bhung about the thestres tor
casual hire, went on tramp with itinerants,
hurgered daily, and was weskly cheated; but
et kept up such an appearance that an heiress
11 in love with her, who was reduced to despair
when Charlotte Churke revealedjher story, and
abapdoned the place, Her next post was that
of & valet to an Irish lord; forfeiting which she
and ber child became savzage-makers, but could
pot obtain & living; and then Charlotie Charge
eried ‘Coming, coming, #ir,' a8 & waver at the
Kiong'* Head tavern, Marylebone, Thence
she was drawn by sn offer 0 make her

Ll

manager of a eompany of strolllng players, with
whom she enjoyed more appetiic than means to
appesse it, Bhe endured shurp distress, again
and agam; but was relieved by an uncle, who
lurmshed her with funds, with which she opened
a tavern in Drury Lane, where, niter & brief
career of success, the agan became bankrupt.
To the regular ¢ the once more returned,
under her brother Theophilue, at the Haymar.
ket; but the Lord Chamberlain cloged the house,
and Charlotie Charke took to working the wirvs
of Ruseell's fawous puppets, in the Great Room,
still existing in Brewer strest, There was a
gleam of gnod fortune for her; but it soon faded
away: apd then for nine wretched years, this
olever but most wretched of women stroggled
irantically for bare existence, amonget the
most wretched of strollers, with whom she
endured vnmitigated misery. And  yet

to reach London, where, in 17656, she puab-
lished her remarkable autobiography, the
getails of which make the hewrt ache, in spite of
the small sympathy of the reader tor the half-
mad creature.  On the profits of this book, she
was enabled to open, a8 landiord, n tavern at
Islington; but, of conrse, ruin ensed; and & &
hut, amid the cinder beaps and worse refuse, in
the desolate tields, she found a refuge, and even
wrote a npovel, on a pair of bellows in her lap,
by way of desk ! Here she lived with u squalid
handmaiden, a cat, dog, maeple, and monkey,
Humbled, dsconsolate, abandoned, she readily
accepted frow a publisher who visited her £10
for her manuscript, This was at the cloke of the
sent 1765, and [ do not meet with her szain till
1759, two years after her fatber's death, when
she played ‘Marplot.’ in the Busybody, for her
own benefit at the Huymarket, with this adver.
tisement:—'As 1 am entirely dependent on
chance for a subsistence, and desirous of getting
into business, 1 humbly hope the town will tavor
me on the oceasion, which, added to the rest ol
tuerr indulgence, will be ever gratefully acknow-
ledged by their truly obliged and obedient
servant, Charlotte Charke.) She died on the
tth of April, 1700,

“She ig gnld to have onee given imitations of
her father on the stage; to have presented o
pistol at, and robbed him on the highway, and
to have smacked his face with a pair of soles out
of her own basket.”

BUEBY'S FOLLY, AND BULL FEATOER HALL.
At Busby'’s Folly, a bowling-green and hounse
of public entertainment, upon the site of the
Belvedere Tavern, Pentonville, there met, on
the 2d of May, 1644, & fraternity ol Odd Fel
lows, members of the Society of Dull Feathers
Hall, who claimed, among other things,
the toll of all the gravel carrled up High-
gate Hill. In a rare tract catitied, * Bull
Feather Hall, or the Antiquity of Horns amply

shown,” 1664, is related the munner of going
from Butby's Folly to Highegate, *On Mondny,
being the 2d duy ol May, some part of the fraters
nity met at Bus'hy’e Folly, in lslington, where,
after they had set ull things in order, they thus
marched out, ordine quisque suo—tirst n #et of
trumpets, then a controller or eaptaln of the
ploneers, with thirty or turty following him
with pickaxes and spades to level the hll, and
baskets withal to earry gravel, Atter them an-
other set of trumpoters, and nlso 1our thar did
wind the horn: aiter them, the standard, atias
an excecding lurge pair ol horns lixed on a pole,
which three men earried, with pennants on
ench Hp, the masier ol the cercmonies atiending
it with other officers, Then jollowed tie ifag,
with the arms ol the Society, with horne | bepsts
drawn thereon, and this motto-—
‘*“To bave and not to use the same,
Is not their glory but tueirshame,’

After this came the Mace Dearer, then the
Herald-at-Arms, with the armes of the Society,
the coat I ennnot rightly blazon, but I remember
the suppuoiters were on ono eide, 8 woman with
s whip m her band, besides that of her tongue,
with a menacing look, and underneath the
motto, Ut volo, sie jubeo; on the other side, o
man in & wotul plight, and underneath bim,
Fattenlra patimur.” 1n this order they marched,
attended by muititudes of people. This Club, as
the trnct informs ue, uged to meet in Chequer
Yard, in Whitechapel, their president being
arrayed in a crimson satin gown and o furred
can, surmounted by & pairof antlers; and on g
cushion Iay a cornetea sceptre and crown: the
brethren drank out of horn cups, and were
sworn, on admis-ion, upon a blauk horn-book.
They met twice a week, o solace themselves
with harmless mertiment, and promote good fel-
lowehip among their neighbors.”

Buaby's Folly was afterwards called “Penny’s
Folly.” Here Tucker, a high German, who hud
erformed before their Majestles and the Royal
‘amihies, exhibited his Learned Little Horse
irom Lowland, who was Lo be seen looking out
of the window, vp two pair of stairs, every
evening before the perlormance began. Curious
deceptions, * Comug's rhilnaopluml perform-
ances,” and the musical glusses, were also ex-
hibited here,

ABRAHAM NEWLAND,

Abraham Newland, who was nearly sixty years
in the service of the Bank of England, and
whoee name becaume & synonym for a bank-note,
was one of & fami]y of twenty-five children, and
was born in Bouthwark in 1730, At the age of
eighteen he entered the Bank service as junior
clerk. He was very fond of music, which led
him into much dissipation. Btill, he was yery
attentive to business, and rose to be appointed:
in 1782, he was appointed chief cashier, with &
suite of rooms for residence in the Bank, and
for five-nmd-twenty years he never once slept
out of the building. The pleasantest version of
his importance is contained in the famous song
in the Whims of the Day:—
“1here ne’er was & nawe g0 handed by fame,
‘I ro’ air, thro' ooean, and thro' lnug,
As one that 18 Wroté upon évery bank note,
And you all muost kuow Abrabam Newland.

O, Abrabam Newiand |

Nouitled Abraham Newland,

I have heard people vay, sham Abrabar: you way,
But you must no! sham Abraham Newlaud,

«“For farhion or aris should you seek foreign parts,
1t matters not wherever you land;
Jew, L hnnkthu, or Greck, tho same language thoy
ek
1hat’s the langusago ot Abrabam Newlsud,
0, Avrahumn Newland!
Wounderful Avraham Newland,
The' with compliments ormmm’d, y ou may die and

d—d,
It you haven't an Abrabam Newland.

“The world is inchin'd to 1hink Justice is b'ind,

Lawyers Rnow very well they ol view jand;
But, lord, what o1 that, sae’ll bink nke & bat,

At thy sight of an Abralismn Newland,

, Abrabam Newlsno!
Magieal Avratinm Nowland !
Tho' Justice, 'is known, oan see through & wmill
rtong,

She can't eoe thuough Abraham Newland,

“Your patriots who baw! tor the #ood of us all,
Kiud souls! here hke mustroows rhey strew land;
The' joud us & drum. esch proves clator mum,
if atwek'd by an Avraham New laud.
0, Abralinm Nuw aud!
Iuvineiblo Auralwm Ne yland!
No argumont s fonud in the world halt so gound,
Ab the j0gie of Abrubiam Newiana,

“The Frenoh say thoy'ro coming, bat sure they are
humming,
I know woat they want if they do land:
We'll muke ther ears riug in detense of our king,
Our country, and Abanam Newisnd,

0, Abrabam Newland !
: Liarling Abraliem Newinnd !
No rieoior, no eil, uer the devil lnmseli,
shalv'er rob usor Abrabam Newland.''

In 1807 he retired trom the oflice of chief
carhier, witer declintug o pension, He had
hillll-lh‘l been wcoustomed, alter the business at
the Bank, in his depaciment had closed and he
had dines wodetutely, to order his carnage and
arive 1o Highvury, ‘where he drank tea st &
snall wluf;'e. Those who lived tn that neigh-
borhond long recollected Newiand's daly
walk, baf, rain, or sunshine, along Highbury
Place. It was suid that he regretted his retive-
ment frowm the Bunk; bot he used to say thut not
or £30,000 a year would he retarn, e then
retirea to No. 88 Highbory Pinee, His health
and strength declined, it s sald, through the
distress of m'nd oroveht upon bim by the for

genes «of Hobert Aslett, n clerk in the bank,

Cibber's erring and hapless daughter conlﬂwd ¢

whom Newland had treated as his own pon. It
was well known that Newland had sscumulated
u large tortome—legacy hunters osme about
him, wnd an acquuwntance sent him & ham a8 »
present; but Newland despised the mercenar
motive, sud uext timé he saw the donor he paid,
“I have recetved a bam from you; [ thank yon
for 11" eaid Le; butjmain his toger in & ol
nifieant manver) added, *'1 tell you it won't do,
it won't do.”

Newlsnd had no extravagant expeotations
that the world would be drowned In sorrow
when 1t ehould be hix turn to leave it; and he
wrote this ludierous epitsph on nameell shortly
betore he death:—

“Beventh thi stone old Abraham hes,
Kobudy laughs, and -M‘:g...

W here he’s gone, and how '

No one knows, And no coe cares,”’
bysician, In ome of his latest visits,
im reading the newspaper, when the
xpressing his surprise; Newland replied,
smiiing:—*1 am only looking In the paper in
order fo see what | am reading to the world I
am golng t0." He died November 21. 1807,
without any spparent pain of body or anxiety
of wind, and bis remains were deposited in the
Chureb or 8t. Baviour, Southwark.

Newland's property amounted to £200,000,
besides o thousand & year Janded estates, It
wmust not be supposed that this wos saved (rom
his salury. During the whole of his career the
loana for the war proved very prolitie, A oer.
tain amount of them was always reserved for
the cashier’s office (one Partiameniary Report
names £100,000), and as they generally come
ont at & premium, the profits ‘were groat, The
family of the Goldsmids, then the leaders of
the Btock Exchange, contracted for many of
these lonns, and to each of them he left £300 to
purclinee a mourning ring. Newland's large
tunds, it is sndad, were occasionally lent to the
Goldemids to assist their vuried speculations,

LISTON IN TRAGEDY.

Playgoers of the present century narrate the
early seriousness ol Listom the comedian, and
hig subsequent turn for tragedy: predilections
which the experience of the next generation
may have thrown into the shade of doubt. The
facls are, however, well authenticated, Liston
wis lineally descended from Johan de L’Estonne,
who came over with the Norman William, and
had lands awarded him at Lupton Magun in
Kent. The more immediate ancestors of Mr,
Liston were Puritans, and his father, Habakuk,
was an Anabaptist minister. At the age ol
nine young Liston wus pluced under the toi
tion of Rev Mr, Goodenough, whose decease
was altenaed with  these awinl  cirenm-
stances:—It seems that the old gentieman and
hi# pupil had been walking out togetber, inn
fne suneel, to the distance o1 three quarters of
a mile west ol Lupton, when a sudden enrosity
ok Mr. Goodenough to lcok down upon &
chiasm where a mining shatt hud been lately
sunk, but soon aiterwards abandoned. The old
vlergyman, leaning over, either with incaution
or sudden plddiness (pronsbly a mixture ol
both ), guddenly lost his toouing, uod, W use Mr,
Likton's parise, disappeared, and was doubtiess
broken mto a thousund peces. The soand of
s bead, ete., dashing successively upon the
projecting masses ot the consm, bad such an
eficet wpun the youth Liston that n sickness
ensued, and even Jor many years alter his re-
covelry he was not once scen o much as to smile,

The jomt desth ot both his parents, which
happened not many months after his digastrons
acadent, and were probubly (one or both of
them) pecelernted by at, turew our youth upon
the protection o! his muternal great suni, h[lrn.
Sittinghourn, whom he loved almogt to reverence,
To the ivfiuence of her early counsels and
munners he slwaye attributen the irmuess with
which, in matover years, thrown upon o way of
life cvmmonly not the best adapted to eravity
and geli-retircment, be was able to mamntain a
gerious charseter, vutinctured with the levities
incidient to his profession. Ann Sittingbourn
(ber portrait was painted by Huuson ) was stately,
stifi. end 1all, with u cast o1 lentures sirikingly
resembling theee of Liston, Her estate 1n Kent
was gpacious and well wooded; and here, iu the
veneruble solitudes of Charnwood, amid thick
shades of the oak pod beech (the last his tavorite
tree), Laston cultivated those contemplative
hubits winch never entirely degerted him in
a'ter years, Here he was commonly in summer
montns to be met, bovk 1 hund—not a play-
book—meditating, Boyle's *Reflections” was at
ope tiwe his darhing volume, which, in its turn,
was superseded by Young’s “Night Tooughts”,
which contipued its ho!d vpon him through
out hile, He carried it always sbout himg
snd it was no uncommon thing for him to be
seen, in the refreshing intervals of his ocoupa-
tion, leanivg agninst a side-scene, in o sort of
Lord Herbert o1 Cherbury posture, turning over
# pocket edition of lus Invorite wuthor,

LTbe premature death of Mrs, Sittingbourn,
coentioned by incaullously buruln;i n Lwt of
charcoal in her sleeping chamber, left Liston,
in his nincteenth yeur, nearly without resources,
Thut the stage at ull should have presented
iteclt ag sn ecligible scope for his talen's, and
in parttculur, that he should have chosen a line
+0 foreign to what appears (o have been his turn
of mind, admits of explanation.

At Charnwood, then, we behold him thought-
ful, grave, ascetic, from his eradle averse to
flesh, meats, and strong arinks; abstemious
even beyond the genius ol the place; and ulmost
in spite ot the remonstrances of his great
aunt, who, though sirict, was not rigid;
water was his habitual drink, and his tood little
beyond the maet and beech-nuts of his favorite
gove, It I8 a medical fact that this kind of
diet, however favorable to the contemplative
powere of the primitive hermils, eto,, is but ill
adapied to the less robust minds snd bodies of a
later geperation. Hypochondris slmost con-
stantly ensuce, and young Liston was subject to
siphts, and had visions, Those arid beech-nuts,
distilled by a complexion naturally adroit,
mouuted into a brain already prepared to
kiudle by long seclusions, and the fewver of
girict Calvinigtic notions. In the gloom of
Charnwood be was assailed by (llusions similar
in kind to those which are related of the famous
Anthony of Padvoa. Wild antic faces would
ever apd auon proirude upon his sénso-
riumm. Whether he shot his eyes or kept
them open, the same illusions operated. The
darker and more profound were his cogilations
the droiler and more whimsical became the
apparitions. They buzzed about him, thick as
flies, flapping ut bim, flouting at him, hooting
in his ear, yet with sueh comic appendages, that
what ut frst was his bane became at length his
foluce, snd he desired no better society than
that of bhis merry phuntasmata, We shall
presently find 1n what way this remarkable
phenomenon mfluenced his future destiny.

On the death ol Mrs. SBittingsburn Liston was
received mto the tamily of Mr, Willoughby, sn
¢minent Turkey merchant in Birchin lane. He
was more treatea like a son then a clerg, though
he weps pommally but the latter. Diflerent
avocations, change ot gcene, with alternation of
business and recreation, appear to have wesned
him in & shart tume from the hypochondsieeal
atiections which huad beset him at Charnwood.
Within the next three years we tind him makiong
more than one voyage to the Levant, as chiel
tngtor tor Mr. Witloughby, et the Porte; he used
to relate pussuges ol his having been taken up
on g suspleion of mdesign of penetrating the
serngho, ote.; but some of these stories are
whimsical, and ovthers of & romantic nature.

Wo will now bring bim over the seas agaio,
und suppose him in the conuntine-house in Bir-
chim Lune, bis facioraee saticfactory, and all
golug on Ko smoothly that we may expeat to
ond Mr, Lsten at last an opulest merchant
upon 'Chapnge. Bat gee the turns of destiny!
Upon a summer's excurs'on into Nortolk, in the
year 1801, the scadentul slght of pretiy Bally
Parker, as she was then ealled, in the Norwich
) company, diverted his Inclinations at once from
commerce, and he beoame singestruck. Happy
for the lovers of mirth was It that he ook ths
turn, Shortly aiter, he made Lis dedu! on the
Norwich boards, in his twestysecond year.
anlnr a natural beut to tragedy, he ¢hose the
art of “‘Pyrrhus,” in the Mother, to

Iy Parker's “‘Hermione,” We find um alter-
wards as “Georee Barnwell,” “Altamont,” **Char-
mont,” ete.; but as if nsture had destined him

His
found
dooctor e

1o the sedk, an unavoldable infomity sbsolutely

imcupacitated him for tragedy. His person, at
this lavier per.od, was gracelul and even com-
manding; his counfennnce set W pravity: he
had the power of arresting the attention ol _an
sudience at frer «ignt almost beyond any other
tragic netor, but he coula not hold It. 0 un-
dersiand this obsiacle we must gwo back & few
eals to those ugphlllin reveries al Charmwood,

bhose illusions whicn had vanished belore the

dnmpation of » less recluse life, and more Iree
roclely, mow in his solitary tragic studies, nnd
sid the intenre eall upon feeling Incident to
tragle acting, came back upon him with teafuld
vivianess, In the midst of some most hetic
ruu.gu—-lhe parting of “"Jaffier” with his dyinse
riend, tor instance—he wounld suddenly be sur.
with a 61 of wiclent horseldaughter.

hile the rpectators were sil sobbing before

him with emotion nudda.-nlf one of those gro-
tesque foes would peep out upon hiw, nod bhe
could not resist the impulse. A timely excuse
once or twice served hus purpose, but no aadi-
ence could be expected to bear repeatedly

this violation of the econtinuity of leeling.
He describes them (the llosions) as -0
many demons haunting him, and para-

Ilyning every effort. It was enid that he
conld not recite the famous eollloquy in
Hamiel evou in privare sithout lmmoderate
fits of laughter. However, whut be had not
force of remson sufficient 1o overcome, he had
good senee enough to turn into emolument, and
determined Lo make & commodity of his awtem.
per, He prudently exchanged the buskin for
the sock, and the illusions instantly ceased; or,
it the” occurred lor a short sceson, by their
very co-operation added a zest to his comie vein;
ssome ol his most catohlog faces being (as he
expressed it) lirtle more than transcripts and
copiee ol those extraordinary phantnsmnin,

We have now drawn Liston to the period when
he wa+ about to make his lirst appesrance in
London. These details have been condensed irom
4 paper in tne London Magazine, Junnary, 1524;
they ore not reterred to 1 the sketeh of Liston's
career, wrilt*n u lew dayz after his death, Mireh
22, 1846, by his sonan-law, George Herbert
Rodwell, the mus<ieal compoter, snd publishied
in the [ustroted London Newe, March 28, There
we are told thut Liswon was born 1776; that his
tather lived in Norvls street, Haymnrkoet; and
thut young John was educated st Dr. Barrow's
Sohao School, and .«ubemluemly beonme second
master in Archbhisbhop Tenlson’s Schonl. Rod-
well relates that early in his theatrical lue Liston
went for cheapnesy, by sen, to Newenstle-upon-
Type, and was beaten about by adverse w‘lm!u
for o lortnight: provisions ran so short that
Liston wns reduced to his Iast inch of dry
cheese. AL Neweastle, throngh the above delay,
he wae roughly recetved by Stephen Kemble,
the manager, Sittwg io awiul state (u the contre
of the gtage, directing o rebourss), Kemble eyed
him several times before he spoke; at (sst he
mowled ont, “Well, young man, sou are come,”
Mr., Liston bowed. ‘*Then now you may go
back sga'n! you have broken your engagement
by beiug 100 late.” It very easy to eay go
back,” replied Liston, with one of his peculiar
looks, “'but bere 1 am and here I must stay, for
I have nota farthing leid i the world,” Kemole
relented, and Laston remained at Newcustle
until he came to London tor good, The nrst
comic part he ever pertormed was **Diegory,' in
She »toops to Conguer. He took s fancy (o the
character, and kept seeret his intentions as to
the mapuer he nmeant to plt‘lg it in, and the style
of dress he should wear, hen he cane on, 8o
original wus his whole coureption ol the thing,
that not an actor on the stage conld speak tor
laughing, When he came otf, Mr. Kemble
sold:—"Young man, it strikes me you have
mistaken your jorle; there's something comice
about you.” “I've not misiaken my forte,”
replied Liston, “but vou never before aliowed
mwe to try, 1 don’t think miyselt 1 was made for
the heavy Barons ! He first appeared in Lon-
don as “sSheeploece” in the Vidage Lawyer, June
10, 1805, “*Tbat Mr, Liston did really imagine
Le could be o teagic actor,” save Rodwell, “‘is
purtly borne out by hiz actually having at-
llen:mr-tl ‘Uctavien,’ in the Mowndaineers, May

7. 1809."

Latterly he went Tittle into soclety. His
attenticn to his relizious duties was always
warked by devout sincerity, and s knowledge
ol the Seriptures was very extensive. When
Liston fixgt ¢came to London he generally wore
i ped-ereen cont, and wus everywhere accoms-
r:miml Ly an vgly little pug dog.  This pug dog,
ike his master, soon made himself a tavorite,
go where he would, and seemed excoedingly
proud that he could make anlmost as many laugh
a4 could his master, The pue dog acted as Mr.
Listen's avant courter, always trotting on before
to announce his friend and master. The fre.
quenters of the Orange Coffee House, Cockepur
street, where Liston resided, used to say,
laurhing, **Oh, Liston will be bere in & moment,
tor here is his beautitul pug”

MODERN ASTROLOGY—'"'WITOH PICKLES."

It would be an acquisition Lo our knowledege if
some one competent to the tusk would collect
materials for the bistory of the men who, witkin
the present century, have made & profession of
Judicial astrology. Attention is eccasioually
drawn to the practices of itinerant fortune-
tellers, many of whom still procure a livelihood,
The astrologer, however, or, as he jg denomi-
rated in some districts of Eogland, more
particularly in Yorkshire, *‘a planet ruler,” and
sometimes “'a wise man,” 18 of a higher order.
He does not itinerate, is generally a man of some
education, possessed of & good deal of fragmen-
tary knowledge, and o smattering of science, He
very often conceals his real profession by prae-
lising as & “Water Doctor,”” or as a “Bone
Setter,” and some possess a considerable amount

of skill in the reatment of ordinary diseases.

The more lucrative part ot the busincss was
that which they carried on in a secret way.
They were consulted in cuges of dificulty by a
class ol superstitious pereons, and an implicit
faith was placed in thelr stalements and pre-
dictlons. The *“*wise man” was eought in all
cagecs of accideni, disaster, or loss. He was
consulted ns to the robabllities of the return
and safety of the distant und absent; of the
chances o1 the recovery of the sick, and of the
destiny of some beloved {riend or relative. The
consultation with these men would oiten have
a eipister aim—io dlscover by the stars
whether an obpnoxious husband would survive,
or whether the affections of & courted or
inconstsnt lover could be secured. Very
oiten long-continuned diseases and inve-
terate maladies were necribed to an “111 wish,"and
the planct ruler was sought to discover who waa
ths ﬂi-wuher, und what charm would remove
the spell. Tt Is needless 1o say thot the practices
ol these astrologers were productive, In a large
pumber of euses, of much disturbance among
neighbors and relatives, and great mischief to
all concerned, except the man who protited by
the eredulity of s dopes,

Some of these churlatans, vo doubl, weré
believers in the hmposture, but the greater num-
ber were arrant cheats, In Leeds and 1ts neigh-
borhood, there were, some five and-thirty years
ago, several “wise men.” Amobg the number
wae & man known by no other name than that
of *“Witch Pickles,” He was avowedly an sstro-
lopical doctor, and ruled the planets for those
% bo sought him for that purpose. Heo dwelt
in & retired house on the rond from Leeds o
York, about a mile from the Shoulder of Mut-
ton public house, at the top of Marsh Laue.
His celebrity extended for above [fifty miles,
and persons came irom the Yorksaire Wolds to
vonsult him, The man and the house were neld
in awe by boys and even older persons, who bhad
beliel in'bis powers. Little was known of his
habits, and he had few visitors but those who
gought his protessional asslstaoce. Fe never
pommitied suything to writing. He was par
ticuler in inguinug into all the eclroumstances
of any onse on which he wus consulted belore
he pronounced. He then, us he termed it, pro-
gosded to draw a flgure in order to dwcover the
confunction of the planets, and then entered
upon the explanation of what the stars pre-
dictea. Strange things were old of him, such
as that be performed Incantations at midnight
on certain days in the year. when particular
plapets were in the ascendant; and that on fuch
occnsions strange sights and sounds would be
seen and heard by pérsons the house,
These wese the embellishments of valgar ramor,

The man was quiet and 1moffensive in haw
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demennoy, and wa: fully sensibie of the noeces
sity o1 0 Jlr of reclmpion. e b8 believod to
have practecd niew iricke to awe his visjrorn—
such as lUghting & candle or Ore without visidle
l:t'ht’_, and Mher ricks far more ingenious
thao the mndern tahile-rappivg.

“Witeh Pickles™ was only one amoug the
nomber who derived o lurge prout from thls
kind of cocopation. He was oune of the more
respectanic of the elass, and he never de
scended Lo the vile tnoks of other: of the pro
lesmon—tr cke practised on weak and credolous
womwen and girls, which will not bear descrip-
non.

One of the moet celebrated worke on astrology
fs that of Di. Sibly, twelftth edition, 1817, in
two octuvo volumes ocontaining more than
1100 puges. ““The jollowing w1l mive an idea
of the pretensions of the book, which 18 o re-
markable book, 1 it really went through twelve
edicone, The owner of a privaiser which haa
not been heard of, called w0 know her fate,
Dr. Sibly gave judgment on & figure ‘rectl-
fied to tne precise time the question was pro-
ponnded.’ The shipitaell appeared well formed
and substantinl, but not a swift sailer, ns is
demonstrated by an earthy sign possessing the
cnsp of the sscendant, and the stuation of the
Dragon's Head in five decreca of the same slen,”
The ship itself was pronounced to bave been
captured.

“From the whole account It in clesr that Dy,
Sibly’s system—how now estecred by astrolo-
gers 1 do not know—has but this alleruative.
Fither one and the same gure will toll the fate
of all the ehips which have not heen heard of,
including their sailivg qualitice, or the stars
will never send an owner 1o ask for news, exeept
just at the moment when they are in a position
to deseribe this particutar ship.”

HANNAH GHEEN, OR '‘LING BOB wWiTOH"

This noted sibyl lived in a cottage on the edgs
of the moor on the left of the old road from
Otley to Bradiord, between Carlton and Yeadon,
and eight miles from Loeds. She was popularly
known as “The Ling-bob Witch,” & name given
her, it 12 supposed, from living among the ling-
bobs, or heather-tubs. She was resorted to on
account o! her supposcd knowledge of fufure
events; but like the rest of her elass, her prin.
cipal forte was fortune-telling, from which, it is
seid, she hersell realized a handsome fortune.

Many strange tales have been told of her, such
ns her power ol trapsforming herselr, after
nightlall, into the shape ot any she hst; and of
her odd pronk in her mightly rambles, her
favorite characrer bemg thut of the Aare, In
which personation she was unluckily shot by
an unsuspeoting poncher, who was almost ter-
ritied ont of his senses by the swful screams
which tollowed the sudden death of the
Ling-bob Witeh., In the year 1785, Dr.
——, of Sheflicld, being at Leeds, had the
curiosity to pay a visit to the noted Hannab
Green. He hret questioned her respeotiog the
future fortupes of apear relative or his, who
was then in ecircnmstances of distress, aud in-
deed in prison. She told him immediately that
his Iriend's trouble would continoe Jud free
Limnes throe years, and he would then experivnce
a qreqd delicerance, which, in fact, waa on the
point ol being literally veritied, for he was then
i the Court of Kiag's Bench,

He then asged her Il ghe possessed any lore-
knowledge ol what was about fo come o puss
on the grest stage of the world, To wuich
ghe replied in the affirmative. She sad, War
would be tireatened once, but wowd nol hap-
prn; but the second tme it would blnze
out in all its horrors, and extend to all
the neizhbouring coovtries; wnd that the
wwo countries (these appear to be France and
Poleud), at a great distance one from the other,
would 1n ronsequence obtain their Ireedom,
altheugh atter bard struggles, After the year
1790, she obscrved, many ereut persons, even
kinge and gueens, would lose theie lvee and
that not by fair means. In 1704, 4 great warrior
of high blood g to fall in the teld of battle; and
in 1795, a distunt nation (thought wo be negro
slaves), wno bave been drugeed from their own
connlry, will rise, as one man, aud deliver
themeelves from thelr oppressors.

Hanvah appeats to have been one ol 1 some-
what numerous class, many of whom were 1esi-
dent in Yorkshire., Very few of them went
beyond the attempt to foretell the Mmtoure events
in the lives of individuals; they did not alm at
such bigh ambition as drawine the horoscopes
of wations. Their predictions were always
vague, and so frumed as to cover & number of
the most probable events in the life of every
individual,

Hanuah really died nn the 12th of May, 1810,
alter having practised her wurt about forty
years; and Lipng-bob became a haunted and
dreaded place. The houge remaned goma yoars
untensuted and ruinous, but was afterwards
repa‘red snd ncoupied. Her danghter and sue-
cessor, Hannph Spence, laid claim to the ssme
Spence, but, it need hardly be added, without
the same success,

MR, JOHN ECOTT (LORD DLDON) IN PARLIAMENT,

Mr. 8cott broke ground in Parliament in oppo-
sitlon to the fumous East India bill, and began
with his favorite topic, the honesty of hie own
intentions and the punty of his own conscience,

He spoke in respectful terms of Lord North,
and more highly still of Mr. Fox; but even to
Mr. Fox it was not fitting that so vast an
influence ehould be Intrusted, As Brutus said
of Caesari—

Ve he would be crown'd!
How that maeght obsuge ks paturesthere's the
question.”

It was an uggravation of the affliction he felt,
that the cause of it should originate with one
to whom the nation had so long looked up;
& wound from him was doubly painful, Like
Joab, he gave the ghake of frienaship, but
the other nand held a dagger, with which he
despatched the comstitution., Here Mr. Scott,
after an apology for alluding to sacred wnit,
rend from the book of Hevelations some verses
which be regarded as iypiecal of the lotended
wnovations o the affairs ot the English East
Indis Company:—** ‘And I stood upen the sund
of the gen, and saw a4 beast rise upoutol the
sen, having seven heads sand tem horps, and
upon his horns ten crowns. Audthey worshipped
the dragon which gave power unte the beast:
and they woruhi%%ed the beast, saying, Who
is llke unto the beast? who is able to make
war with him ? And there was given unto him
o wouth speaking grear things; and power was
given unto him 1o continue forty and two
monthe, Here,” sald Mr, Scott, *'1 believe there
is & mistake of six months—the proposcd dura-
tion of the bill belng four years, or forty-eight
monthe, ‘And he canged all, both smail and
great, rich and poor, iree and pond. 1o recelve a
mark in their right hand, or in toelr foreheads,’
Here places, pensions, and pecrages are elearly
marked ovt. ‘And he cried mighul'v with &
strong vo:.ce, eaying, Bubylon the dreat’—plainly
the East Indin Compuny—'is fallen, is tallen,
and is become the habitation ot devils, and the
hold of every foul spirit, and the cage ol every
unclean ana hateful bird.'"

He read a passage from Thuocydides to prove
that men are more irritated by injustice than by
violenee, and deserived the country erying oul
tor a re=pite, like *'De demona:"—

“Kill me to morraw—let me lve to night—
But balf au hour!

This strange jumble was well gnizzed by
Shendan, sud Mr. Seott appears to nave lound
out that rhotorical embellishment was not his
line, tor his subsequent epeeches ure less ornate.

In the squibbs of the period the'r obscurity
forms the point of the f(,)k(!" levelled as him,
Thus, amony the pretended translations of Lord
Delgrave's famous Gresk quo'aton, rhe follow-
ing couplet was attributed to hims—

“With melaphysie are us spacoh ho plavn'd,
And said—what nobody couid snderstand.”

— Temple Bar,

—Boy, with rageed trowsers and rimless chip
hat, runs into Dr. Fuller’s drog store with a
daprcr in his hand:—

‘Doctor, mother sent me 10 the shotticary Eop
quicker'n blazes, cos bub's slok with the picken
choy, and she wants & thimbleful o poliygoliic
1w {his dn tipper, 60s we hado’t bot s gottle,
und rt"he kint pup’s got the bine witlers in't—geo!
any
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